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October 8, 2015 
	

Joshua D. Leckey 
Tel: (802) 846-8613 
jleckey@drm.com  

Via Email and U.S. Mail 

Mrs. Susan M. Hudson, Clerk 
Vermont Public Service board 
112 State Street, Drawer 20 
Montpelier, VT 05620-2701 

Re: 	Docket No. 7970: Third Request for Non-Substantial Change Determination 

Dear Mrs. Hudson: 

On August 25, 2015, Vermont Gas Systems, Inc. ("Vermont Gas" or the "Company") requested 
that the Public Service Board (the "Board") issue a non-substantial change determination (the 
"Request") regarding 18 modifications to Phase 1 of the Addison Rutland natural Gas Project 
("Project"). The Board has not issued an order setting a date for submission of comments on the 
Request. By this letter, Vermont Gas respectfully asks the Board to consider the two changes 
associated with the Rocky Ridge golf course in St. George on a stand-alone basis due to 
scheduling requirements that may jeopardize meeting the Project's planned 2016 in-service date 
and to take advantage of construction efficiencies, as described below. For the reasons 
articulated in the pending Request and supporting memoranda and exhibits, Vermont Gas 
requests that the Board issue a determination that these two changes are non-substantial and do 
not require an amendment to the Project's certificate of public good.' 

As explained in the Request, the construction associated with the Rocky Ridge golf course must 
occur between November 1, 2015 and February 28, 2016 under the Company's agreement with 
the landowner to avoid business disruption. The Project will not meet the scheduled 2016 in-
service date if this segment of the Project is not constructed within the November, 2015 to 
February, 2016 timeframe. In addition, the construction contractor has almost completed the 
first eleven miles of the Project and could transition directly to the Rocky Ridge segment. This 
would avoid additional mobilization and demobilization costs that will accrue if constructing this 
segment is delayed. Vermont Gas estimates that these additional charges could likely be avoided 
provided that construction can commence by November 15. Further, constructing in November 
is preferable given that conditions in November are likely to be more favorable than later in the 
winter season. 

1 	For purposes of efficiency, Vermont Gas incorporates the Request and supporting attachments by reference 
rather than resubmitting them at this time. 
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The changes associated with the Rocky Ridge golf course are in response to landowner requests 
to minimize impacts to certain golf course improvements and avoid interruptions to business 
operation. The changes involve relocating the pipeline along Route 116 next to the golf course 
and adjusting the pipeline alignment to avoid infrastructure on the course. The changes are 
designated as PH1-19 and A-08 in Attachment 1A to the Request. They are also shown in EPSC 
Sheet 035 in Attachment 1C to the Request. As noted on Attachment 2B to the Request, change 
A-08 does not require any collateral permit amendments, and change PH1-19 requires amending 
only the Vermont Individual Construction Stormwater Discharge Permit #6949-INDC ("INDC"). 
The INDC amendment request has been accepted as administratively and technically complete 
by the Agency of Natural Resources, and is currently within the public comment period 
scheduled to end on October 16, 2015. An amended INDC permit is anticipated shortly 
thereafter. Vermont Gas will abide by the terms of the amended stormwater permit. Aside from 
this minor change to the area of proposed earth disturbance associated with the relocated 
pipeline, these two changes do not have the potential to impact any of the relevant Section 248 
criteria. See Attachment 2B. 

For these reasons, Vermont Gas respectfully requests that the Board consider changes PH1-19 
and A-08 on a stand-alone basis and issue a determination that they are non-substantial on the 
grounds articulated in the pending Request and supporting attachments. While Vermont Gas is 
prepared to wait for a determination on the remaining 16 changes until the second remand 
proceeding concludes, an order on these two changes as soon as practicable is critical to meeting 
the overall Project schedule and keeping the Project within budget. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and attention in this matter, and please let Vermont 
Gas know should you have any questions or require additional information about the proposed 
changes. 

Sincerely yours, 

DOWNS RACHLIN MARTIN PLLC 
Attorneys f• ermont Gas Systems, Inc. 

cc: Service List 
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PSB Docket No. 7970 - SERVICE LIST 
 

Louise C. Porter, Esq.  
Timothy M. Duggan, Esq. 
Vermont Public Service Department 
112 State Street 
Montpelier, VT  05620-2601 
 

 

Kimberly K. Hayden, Esq. 
Chris Roy, Esq. 
Danielle, Changala, Esq. 
Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC 
Courthouse Plaza 
199 Main Street, 6th Floor PO Box 190 
Burlington, VT 05402-0190 
 

(For Vermont Gas Systems, Inc.) 

John H. Marshall, Esq. 
Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC 
90 Prospect Street 
PO Box 99 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819-0099 
 

(For Vermont Gas Systems, Inc.) 

Heidi H. Trimarco, Esq. 
Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC 
8 South Park Street 
P.O. Box 191 
Lebanon, NH 03766-0191 
 

(For Vermont Gas Systems, Inc.) 

Peter H. Zamore, Esq. 
Sheehey Furlong & Behm P.C. 
30 Main Street 
P.O. Box 66 
Burlington, VT 05402 
 

(For Vermont Gas Systems, Inc.) 

Don Einhorn, Esq. 
Catherine Gjessing, Esq. 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
1 National Life Drive 
Davis 2 
Montpelier, VT 05620-3901 
 

 

Paul S. Gillies, Esq. 
Tarrant, Gillies, Merriman & Richardson LLP 
P.O. Box 1440 
Montpelier, VT 05601-1440 
 

(For Town of Williston) 
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Toni H. Clithero, Esq. 
Assistant Attorney General’s Office 
1 National Life Drive 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5001 
 

(For Vermont Agency of Transportation) 

Cindy Ellen Hill, Esq. 
Law Office of Cindy Hill 
P.O. Box 314 
East Middlebury, VT 05740 
 

(For Town of New Haven) 

S. Mark Sciarrotta, Esq. 
Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc. 
366 Pinnacle Ridge Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 
 

(For Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc. 
and Vermont Transco LLC) 

Benjamin W. Putnam, Esq. 
Karl W. Neuse, Esq. 
Neuse, Duprey & Putnam, P.C 
One Cross Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
 

(For Town of Middlebury) 

William Ellis, Esq. 
McNeil, Leddy & Sheahan, P.C. 
271 South Union Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
 

(For Town of Monkton) 

Adam G. Lougee, Esq. 
Addison County Regional Planning 
Commission 
14 Seminary Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
 

 

Leonard H. Singer, Esq. 
Adam T. Conway, Esq. 
Couch White, LLP 
540 Broadway 
P. O. Box 22222 
Albany, NY 12201 
 

(For International Business Machines) 

David Cain 
International Business Machines Corporation 
1000 River Street 
Mailstop 967-P 
Essex Junction, VT 05452 
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Diane E. Zamos 
Vermont Attorney General's Office 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609-1001 
 

(For Agency of Agriculture, Food and 
Markets) 

Richard H. Saudek, Esq. 
Diamond & Robinson, P.C. 
15 East State Street 
P.O. Box 1460 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 

(For Vermont Fuel Dealers Association) 

E.M. Allen, Esq. 
Stetler, Allen & Kampmann 
95 St. Paul Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
 

(For Town of Hinesburg) 

Sandra Levine, Esq. 
Vermont Advocacy Center 
15 East State Street 
Suite 4 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 

 

Elizabeth M. Egan, Esq. 
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board 
58 East State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 

 

Richard F. Peterson, Jr. 
Vermont Land Trust, Inc. 
P.O. Box 850 
13 Jolina Court 
Richmond, VT 05477 
 

 

Peter F. Langrock 
Langrock Sperry & Wool, LLP 
111 S. Pleasant St. 
PO Drawer 351 
Middlebury, VT 05753-0351 
 
 

(For Herrick Hurlburt, Sr., David Hurlburt, 
Herrick Hurlburt, Jr. and Joshua Hurlburt) 

Aldo E. Speroni, pro se 
Mary L. Speroni 
4840 St. George Road 
Williston, VT 05495 
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Joseph S. McLean, Esq. 
Stitzel, Page & Fletcher, P.C. 
171 Battery Street 
PO Box 1507 
Burlington, VT 05402-1507 
 

(For Monkton Central School) 

Robin P. Scheu, Executive Director 
Addison County Economic Regional 
Development Corporation 
1590 Route 7 South, Suite 8 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
 

 

Robert F. O’Neill, Esq. 
Matthew S. Stern, Esq. 
Gravel & Shea, PC 
76 Paul Street, 7th Floor, PO Box 369 
Burlington, VT 05402-0369 
 

(For David Carse and Elizabeth Hazen) 

David L. Grayck, Esq. 
Law Office of David L. Grayck, Esq. 
57 College Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
 

(For Nathan & Jane Palmer) 
 

Jeffrey M. Messina, Esq. 
Daniel P. O’Rourke, Esq. 
Bergeron, Paradis & Fitzpatrick, LLP 
34 Pearl Street 
Essex Junction, VT 05453 
 

(For Dr. Robert Johnson and Shirley Johnson) 

W. Scott Fewell, Esq. 
Wm. Andrew MacIlwaine, Esq. 
Dinse, Knapp & McAndrew, P.C. 
209 Battery Street; PO Box 988 
Burlington, VT 05402-0988 
 

(For Middlebury College) 

Thomas R. Melloni, Esq. 
Julia S. Flores, Esq. 
Burak Anderson & Melloni PLC 
30 Main Street, Suite 210 
PO Box 787 
Burlington, VT 05402-0787 
 

(For Chittenden Solid Waste District) 

Charles A. Romeo Esq. 
City of Rutland 
1 Strongs Avenue 
PO Box 969 
Rutland, VT 05701 

(For City of Rutland) 
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Fritz Langrock, Esq. 
Langrock Sperry & Wool, LLP 
111 S. Pleasant Street 
PO Drawer 351 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
 

(For Peter and Margaret Carothers) 

James B. Stewart, Executive Director 
Rutland Economic Development Corporation 
112 Quality Lane 
Rutland, VT 05701 
 

 

Thomas L. Donahue, Executive Vice 
President/CEO 
Rutland Region Chamber of Commerce 
50 Merchants Row 
Rutland, VT 05701 
 

 

John W. Kessler, Esq. 
Agency of Commerce and Community 
Development 
National Life Building, Drawer 20 
Montpelier, VT 05620-0501 
 

(For Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation) 

Geoffrey H. Hand, Esq. 
Andrew N. Raubvogel, Esq. 
Dunkiel Saunders Elliot Raubvogel & Hand, 
PLLC 
91 College Street 
PO Box 545 
Burlington, VT 05402-0545 
 

(For Agri-Mark Inc./Cabot Creamery) 

David & Claudia Ambrose 
175 Plank Road 
Vergennes, VT 05491 
 

 

Therese Kirby 
Town Administrator 
Town of Bristol 
One South Street – PO Box 249 
Bristol, VT 05443 
 

 

James A. Dumont, Esq. 
PO Box 229, 15 Main Street 
Bristol, VT 05443 

(For Kirstin Lyons) 
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James H. Ouimette, Esq. 
James W. Runcie, Esq. 
Outimette & Runcie 
257 Main Street 
Vergennes, VT 05491 
 

(For City of Vergennes) 

Matthew T. Baldwin, pro se 
2188 Baldwin Road 
Hinesburg, VT 05461 
 

 

Lowell E. Blackham, Chief Counsel 
International Paper Company 
International Place II 
6400 Poplar Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38197 
 

 

Nathan & Jane Palmer 
986 Rotax Road 
North Ferrisburgh, VT 05473 
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